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2019 Season Review - Chairman’s

In 2019 the Club was able to purchas
tractor, re-tile the entrance to the Cl
House, refurbish the kitchen, install
heating system in the Squash Court a

a new Cage for net practice. By no m
does this tell the whole story but all

above are good examples of how the
was able to keep developing all its fa
for our members through the best p
use of human and financial resource

Cricket field the season began with the First X1 win
on Trophy which had been carried over from 2018. T
particular significance as 2018 had otherwise been
ear for all our senior teams. The First X1 eventually
1 7th in the NEPL after a curious campaign that coul
oth better and worse. The Second X1 finished secon
day Third X1 won their NEPL respective competition
epresented an overall pleasing performance in wha
itedly a tough environment. The Saturday and Thurs
h competed strongly in their competitions and play
lity was much improved.

Dawson led the Second X1 to three Cup successes
r and away Team of the Year. | am ever grateful to t
rs, Captains and Vice Captains, Scorers, Caterers and
ho work so hard to create opportunities for cricket
Denton Bank. Geoff Chambers deserves special me
son of inclement weather.



Chairman’s Report (con

ndividuals will be singled out in the Captains and Coa
of the Season that is to be posted on the website bu
ention of Rory Hanley and Luke Doneathy who were
tland U19 and England U19's respectively. It was also
rable year for Director of Cricket Kyle Coetzer who rec
.E. for his Services to Cricket and who led Scotland to
orld Cup Finals later this year. Kyle was also named I(
te Cricketer of the Year which made for a memorabl

Cricket at Benwell Hill is most buoyant and our nasce
9 team were unbeaten in a series of Festivals. The Un
eached the Final of the NEPL competition and all the «
up teams competed at the top end of their leagues.
n and the many volunteer coaches do a sterling job a
encouraging how many young players are making th
nior Cricket.

me can also be said of the Women's team who enjoye
r successful season. Maintaining this will be a challen
examinations and University studies take their toll bu
at more young girls are coming to Tuesday Night Coac
s augers well.

whistle stop tour it would be remiss of me not to me
mediate cloud on our horizon which is the urgent nee
the leaking Club House roof. | will update Members at

are, however, many reasons to be cheerful — | am deli
rt that David Beynon and Dacon Fabrications have ag
main Sponsor of the Club for a further two years.



Chairman’s Report (co

so delighted that Kyle Coetzer has committed to two
s Director of Cricket-his leadership is simply invaluab

mat of NEPL cricket is to change in 2020 and the ga
hallenges in terms of recruitment and retention but |
the field we are well placed to be competitive at all
the field to be in a position to make sure that Benw
great place to be all year round.

d note is that 2020 will always be remembered as th
farewell to our long standing President Norman Gre
ervant of Benwell Hill C.C. and a true gentleman.

ut for my monthly newsletters on the Club Website a
enwellhill.co.uk which made a most welcome

arance in 2019. | am most grateful to Scott Williams
ing efforts to drag our communications into the 21°

nclude this Report, firstly, by congratulating Philip Ni
king the all time First Team appearance record — a
able effort. Secondly - and most importantly- | wish t
ere thanks to the incredible band of officers and vol
e so selflessly of their time to make Benwell Hill a pr
Club both on and off the pitch.

Lunn
an email: simon.lunn@live.co.uk

: 07791 683827



1st XI - North East Premier

- The 2019 season was one that didn't e
manage to quite fully get going. This

-~ caused mainly by the weather and so
inconsistent availability within the tea
| don't ever remember having to use a
players throughout one season before
challenge for 2020 will be to hopefully
together further commitment from th
players to try and minimise any major
shuffling within the line-up moving int

lone will make us more consistent and competitive as
ghout all teams.

eather was a huge contributor to a stop start season. |
pted premier league fixtures we had 6 abandoned and
oup games we missed another 3 to rain and lost the 2
d play. The Salver was a non-starter, after a good openi
of 61 between James Schofield (52) and Rory Hanley (
s started to tumble and we suffered a 3 wicket loss an
ed out of the Salver in the 1st round to Burnopfield.

ghts from the season included winning the 2018 Smith
had been postponed until 2019, 5 league victories an
dual feats spread throughout the season. Pete Halliday
ant 104 not out in a winning cause against Burnopfield
otion up the order. Luke Doneathy masterminded a bril
saving 96 not out when he walked to the crease at 45
ual league winners Burnmoor. In the same game there
determination to blunt the dangerous Burnmoor attac
illiamson as he shared an important partnership of 1
s from almost certain defeat.



1st XI - North East Premier League (co

bowling department there were 2 very special perfor
oneathy again featuring with a devastating spell of 5
uns against Tynemouth leaving the home side 39 for 7
of 160 before the rain closed out the game. This was f
e Mussett later in the season with match figures of 6 f
ate the Newcastle batting line-up at an important tim
n. Probably the most amazing performance of the year
Vlice-captain Pete Halliday broke many records by taki
s behind the stumps in and early season game at Eppl

vital experiences were gained by the younger generati
uad with again some glimpses of potential all be it slig
istent. With one more season of premier league crick
d away hopefully the 2020 season will see the consist
atching performances that are undoubtedly capable f
stars of the club. It was also great to see Luke Doneat
d with an England U19 debut and the same for Rory H
represented Scotland U19s.

the end of the season came around it seemed to be a
those seasons that you could look back at and think a
ould have been. I’'m certain that we created enough
tunities throughout the season to win more games bu
tely we were not up to the task to either take the catc
umps or see the team home with a match winning kno
n get off to a good start in 2020, have more consistent
bility and pray the rain stays away, I’'m confident that o
ill be challenging the top of the league. There are ma
ngs from our 2019 season and let’s hope that these wi
tire club in a better place moving forward.



2nd XI - North East Premier

The 2019 season proved to be a seas
mixed fortunes but ended with much
celebrate. Following an unusually bar
year season in 2018, we began the ye
looking to return to winning ways. Th
league campaign started with great

momentum — convincingly winning o
4 games and taking a maximum 120 p
in the process. A depleted side starte
a fantastic win in a close game agains

-

rn: William Archbold and Zane Ahmed with a vital part
rst innings to set up the win. The following week Gate
ived a proverbial ‘hiding’: Ben Mussett the chief torm
6*. The third week saw an excellent team display at Ch
t: David Haxon’s superb 83 helped to set the hosts an
ountable total.

oved into May, our fortune began to change: we wer
hensively beaten in first round of the Banks Bowl by

rn (a competition we had reached the final of the prev
e had the next two league games abandoned against |
ars Washington and Boldon; and were embarrassed at
s South Northumberland. South North had fared slightl
ith the weather (which would become a theme of the
en) and had managed to leapfrog us to top position goi
e. On a day where the availability was as poor as the
r conditions, we managed to capitulate and were dism
61 (an humiliation we would repeat in the return fixtu
espite Joe Kilpatrick’s excellent efforts removing the to
n, we left the field comfortably beaten.



2nd Xl - North East Premier League (co

June did not begin much better — the following two le
saw more rain and subsequent abandonments. To ad
ry, South North continued to enchant meteorologists
g up wins during monsoons as well as occasionally bei
by a timely downpour or two. The league, much as it
evious year, would prove to be just beyond our grasp.
pent much of this review complaining about the weat
ting about availability issues, the truth is we didn’t get
t the vital moments in games: dropped catches; batti
s (which were far too frequent); and failure to take wi
it mattered eventually cost us. A sentence | have regre
and pasted directly from the 2018 review.

e made it sound like a season to forget, then | have so
us a disservice. We had an exceptional season in the T
— finishing the season unbeaten in the shorter forma
g up all three trophies we competed in: The James Bell
orth and the prestigious NEPL T20. In stark contrast to
re ruthless in 20-over cricket - with every player, to a
g excellent contributions, of which there are too many
itate. Our season was best summarised by the NEPL T
day at Tynemouth on Bank Holiday Monday in late Au
feated to two strong and competitive sides (Tynemou
r le Street) with relative ease. On a day where everyo
ht their best, the only surprise was that the margins of
‘t even greater than they turned out to be. Outstandi
mances all round. Special thanks to Luke Mussett and
er, who put us through our paces with warm-ups did a
S prepare on that day. Also to the host of Hillbillies wh
urney to support us.



2nd Xl - North East Premier League (co

s of individual contributions, there was much to appls
ussett (659 runs and several circuits of Westerhope G
); Joe Moore (530 runs); William Archbold (445 runs);
derson (345 runs predominantly in the cups) did most
e with the bat. And Peter Jones (45 wickets); Joe Kilpa
ckets); Anth Hunter (23 wickets); Joe Torre (21 wickets
Archbold (19 wickets almost entirely in the cups) we
ormentors with the ball.

ill be looking to build upon 2019’s success for the upco
n and hopefully challenge for the ever-elusive league ti
ly hope 2020 will be as enjoyable as its predecessor. S
to the tea ladies for their continued dedication; Owe
or his occasionally legible book markings; and all of the
behind the scenes at the club who keep the Benwell

Xl : Roseworth Trophy, James Bell and NEPL T20 Win



3rd Xl - West Tyne

As | sit here trying to plan a lesson on
fascism | look at leaders throughout

Plinio Salgado, Benito Mussolini and F
and | think to myself what has made t
successful? Organisation, determinati
and resilience therefore with the help
Matt Reeves as vice captain these wer
disciplines we tried to install in the 3r
from April in the hope of taking the g
other teams in the league, albeit in a |
tyrannical fashion.

of finishing higher than mid table was duly accomplis
| game of the season against a Hexham Leazes sides th
om earlier in the year. We cemented 5th place, a duly
2d feat. Disappointingly we could have achieved more
Xl and a bit more experience in certain game situation
point in June we were league leaders!!!

and out performances with the bat from Darsh Tharan
ghton Hopper who both registered hundreds against
ord respectively. Regular contributors with the bat als
d Davy Ladd and Rashid Shad whose experiences are
tedly priceless.

3 honours go to Aki Tassawal and Jeff Mason who were
wicket takers, guiding us to victory in some key games
oly supported by Pounder, Rushton and Torre.

njoyable feats this year notably against South North N
tfen keep engagement levels high but by August we in
struggle due to unavailability in the 1s and 2s, kids h
shton’s annual tribal meeting in some tropical wilderne



3rd XI—West Tyne League (con

s to Matt as vice captain and other senior bodies
)W starting to disintegrate. And thanks to Shaun wh
les the best teas in the league. The club needs a 3r
rday to support the growth and continue the good
oetzer and Dawson have already achieved leading
tive teams.

aton/poison chalice is to be passed on to the next
n, | wish them good luck and my unavailability fro
itember.

3rd XI - North East Premie

After twenty years of near misses
finally won the NEPL Sunday 3rd

League for the first time under th
captaincy of Andy Jewitt. As ever,
tried to find a good mix of experi
¥ senior players alongside our talen
junior players, and this worked ex
well in 2019. Two wins against lo
South North and two wins against
nearest challengers Hetton Lyons

pivotal in our win, and we only lost two games all s
s always a competitive league.

owling was extremely strong, led by 3rd team playe
eff Mason, skipper Andy Jewitt and the evergre
er who all had excellent seasons.



3rd XI - North East Premier League (con

ers Haroon Malik and Matthew Lockey are getting be
h game, while the newly found ‘quick’ bowling of Joe
was also a big asset to the team.

ad led the batting in his best season to date and wa
winning the League player of the year award. He was
ed by Will Archbold, Joe Fletcher, Rohan Aatif and Fe
while the experience of Darsh Tharanga was importa
0 the batting in the second half of the season. 13 year
Mustard showed glimpses of his batting talent in his
of senior cricket, but his wicket keeping was absolutel
ding. The highlight was in the game at Newcastle whe
ellent stumping's late in the game were decisive in wi
e.

ks and congratulations go to everyone who contribut
the League this season. It was a great effort and has
2 a lot of talent at all levels at Benwell Hill which is enc
020 and beyond.

3rd XI - Northumberland C Di

The C division decided to reformat the lea
this year to allow some of the smaller squ
play slightly easier less competitive game
by allowing more teams into the league, s
of the stronger squads to play more comp
games.

Apart from not being able to enter their |
cup (due to new eligibility rules) | was slig
amazed at how well it turned out. No lon
we rock up and beat teams easily.



3rd XI - North East Premier League (co

enly had to work a lot harder against stronger sides,
d although we failed to do first game of the

against Stocksfield, but that blip aside we played a lo
icket and managed to finish the season in 2nd place
Humshaugh (again!).

inued to have a mixed club squad. Players who miss
d cricket, those who needed to either find a bit of fo
ted to play a game of cricket. We also included som
am players and, towards the end of the season,

me of the first names on the team sheet! We also pl
ry young juniors slowly introducing them to senior ¢

g is never an easy part of cricket matches and | am v
to all those who were just as keen to play at Ashingt
h away etc as they were at Denton Bank

ank you also goes to all the other players who captai
out the season and did a fantastic job.

ope this coming season see's the continued progres
the great mixture of players we used throughout t
continue. Whether its more ladies playing, under 15s
buts or even more 'Dads' taking up playing again it r
ague to play some 20 over cricket and continue to de
me.




Ladies team - Northumberland Women

The 2019 season saw some new deve
ments in the Women'’s Cricket Leagu
league has now two firmly establishe
divisions (with Benwell Hill playing in
Premier Division) and a drive to play
competitive 11 a-side matches.

Historically, matches in the League w
side, but as the local female game ha
eloped it has become apparent that t
format didn’t quite ‘cut the mustard”
more! At Benwell Hill we have fully s
ed this development and as a result

ed in some thrilling matches that resulted in some ter
ances from our young, talented girls. In summary, Be
5 out of 12 matches. However, the matches in which
feated were by narrow margins and all closely contes

ies team at Benwell Hill is very much a group effort —
al takes centre stage with the girls’ continual support
er. Nevertheless there were some outstanding effor
. Annie Anderson’s 80 (not out) off 50 balls at Tyned
g master-class, and it was a shame she didn’t see mor
the opportunity to get her maiden century that eveni
hiting’s work ethic as our All Rounder is always on dis
top scored with 65 (retired) against Gateshead Fell a
the most overs (47) for the team throughout the seas
eliability and encouragements behind the stumps ha
ith her increased confidence with the bat (60 away at



Ladies - Northumberland Women’s League (co

tle CC) and Niamh Brennan'’s ferocious pace bowling an
ty are always the envy of other teams in the league.

as also the 4th girl in the team to hit a half-century (at
Gateshead Fell). Due to academic commitments we did
much of Holly Jordan and Molly Brayson as we would h
t were delighted by their A level successes and transitio
ities at the end of the season. Benwell Hill stalwarts Elle
son and Katie Whiting continue to be great fun teamma
ntertain the team with their ever-extensive social life a
Ellen, whilst struggling to bowl this season with her ba
d to produce the best bowling figures for the team with
e away match v Newcastle CC. Finally, the newer memb
Nicky Bagley and Ellie Taylor have also brought great s
. Nicky’s dynamic slog was a sight to behold when she
19 runs against South North at home. Ellie’s left arm swi
will reap more and more rewards for the team as her ¢
nce develops. Off the field the competition to always be
tch refreshments has hit new heights this season, with
coordinating our themed culinary affairs including a Sp
, Italian and British delights.

9 season started with great intent to develop numbers i
guad as it was becoming apparent that we rely on too f
to allow us to play at a competitive level in 11 a-side ma
limited squad of only 12 players meant that it is was a
t logistical challenge and we were thankful to girls from
on who helped us out on a few occasions. Despite best
rry Pearson, Fenwick Marley and me to push a few butt
dn’t see a rise in our Ladies membership. For the forthc
we will have to consider encouraging more softball eve
e new females gently into our fold before we start bruis
ith the hard ball!



Juniors

A young and enthusiastic Under 15 si
in a very creditable performance in 2
finished in a mid table position in the
League, which all in all was a decent
We struggled against some of the big
stronger teams, but given the fact tha
least half of the team contained mem
our Under 13 side, there were lots of

- tives to come out from the season wi
Barry F useful contributions from many playe
U15 Co give considerable hope for next seaso

say was our captain and did well in difficult circumsta
n problem we had was putting competitive scores on t
5 our batting lacked consistency, but the notable excep
ear old Haydon Mustard who had an excellent season
bat and behind the stumps with the gloves. Joe Simm
huiyan were the best of the rest, but we need to work
set bigger scores collectively to give our bowlers more

ling was generally strong, led by openers Bilal Yousuf a
ackburn, but there were lots of options throughout th
din Bhuiyan and Dan Ramsay leading the support cast.
formance came in the game at Morpeth where we bo
e side out for 72 with all 10 wickets being bowled, led
Wilson who had the outstanding figures of 7 for 17 fro
e need to continue to work at our fielding to help sup
)f the bowlers, and there will be considerable practice
he start of next season.

sion, there was lots of ground for optimism from this
5 squad, and with only two members being lost becau
00 old, this group will for the most part stay together i



Junior

@ The U13s had a cracking 2019 finishin
% ners up in the Northumberland leagu
<5 with a bit more luck could have picke
L @ title, narrowly losing the decider agai
South North in a tight game. Overall it
great team effort with every-one in th
contributing to our record of 7 wins o
in the league. Unfortunately the NEPL
were all lost to the weather at the en
season.

ns galore during the season as we went past 100 6 ti
er format of the game. We amassed 201 v Ashingto
d, 171 and 152 v Alnmouth, 122 v Morpeth and 121
le City.

our batsmen went past the 30 run milestone (playe
at this score) with principle run scorers being Haydo
(6 x 30’s), Ella Lillico (4 x 30’s), Freddie McGregor (3
awton (2 x 30’s) Fardin Bhuyian (2 x 30’s)and Jayam

the bowlers were not outshone by the batsmen, wi
ackburn (9 wickets) and Kemitha Mudalige (5 wicket
real pace with the new ball, they were superbly sup
Rowe (13 wickets), Jayam Patel (7 wickets), Ibrahim
and Abu Siddique (5 wickets).

ly we also had 4 wickets keepers (Hassan Ahmad, H
, Ella Lillico and Fardin Bhuyian) to call on throughou
aving such talent behind the stumps made a huge
e in the field as we kept opposition runs and extras
minimum.

al talent to look forward to in years to come.



Junior

The 2019 season proved to be one of
most successful seasons of recent ti
The new format which was trialled la
season, with the length of the pitch b
reduced to 17 yards, was continued t
season, although with a different sor
composite ball which proved more s
Out of a total of 12 completed match
managed to win 10 and lose only 2, u
total of 16 different players over the
of the season.

humberland fixtures we won 7 out of 8, and in the N
won 3 and lost 1.

xcelled in the NEPL competition with wins over— Sou
erland - by 16 runs, Whitburn - by 61 runs, and Tynem
s. This success in the NEPL tournament led to us reac
e we came up against an outstanding Chester-le-Stree
ng very well - were beaten by 86 runs.
Ing side, there were major contributions during the s
en Poxon - 129 runs, Aaron Armstrong - 118 runs, Ror
14 runs, Mayaank Reddy - 90 runs, Ibrahim Tayyar - 5
)binson - 54 runs.
ling side, everybody chipped in with wickets, with th
rs being: Mayaank Reddy - 18, Aaron Armstrong - 17,
Ben Robinson - 12, Rory Mustard & Harsh Patel - 6.

cularly encouraging to note the improvement made
eddy and Ben Robinson, who clearly both have the p
ry good fast bowlers.



Juniors

e was a notable improvement in our fielding and catch
to last season, with us taking 25 catches during the sea
ard, who kept wicket outstandingly during the season -

ncy duties were in the main ably undertaken by Aaron

the spirit that he and the rest of the senior players ge
matches was excellent.

e player of the season award was a difficult choice. It
decided that we could not split the overall contributio

en Poxon and Aaron Armstrong, and hence a joint awa
)propriate.

ot least thanks to all parents who helped out with supp
ularly Jim Robinson for taking on scoring duties and a

L 8
- & B im aa -
B .13 iifj r
i ! B
H !
Rl =

Under 11 : NEPL Runners Up




Junio

2019 was the first year of putting out a
regular Under 9 Benwell Hill team and
great to have so many players at the

Tuesday training each week to pick fro

The first festival of the season at
_ Gateshead Fell was probably the high g
2 ~ unusually there was a trophy at stake.
The team won all 5 of their games and
them a great introduction to playing p
games and all the pressure that comes
that.

d four more festivals over the summer and played a tc
2s and managed to go the whole season unbeaten. Ou
against Backworth where we sneaked to a 1 run victo

5 different players across the summer and everyone cc
s, wickets and catches. Some of the highlights from t

all 7 catches in a game (including 2 by the wicket keej
scoring 100 runs in one innings
2ing to hit some sixes on the off side

ing the running between the wicket and even having
with no run outs

nsistency of the bowling from all players

2ason all players improved their batting, bowling, field
reness and it was good to see some of them get their
olay for the ulls towards the end of the year. We are
on for 2020 with lots of players really developing duri



Roll of Honour f

ithson Trophy (2018)
EPL T20 Cup, James Bell Cup, Roseworth Trophy
EPL Sunday Division 1 Champions

Player of the Year : Pete Halliday
Player of the Year : Joe Kilpatrick
Player of the Year : Jeff Mason

ophy : Chris Pounder

Trophy Best Individual Performance : Pete Halliday
d Hall Trophy : Benwell Hill 2nd XI

comer : Callum Harding

rd (biggest sulk of the season) : Joe Kilpatrick
unders 1st Xl Bowling Award : Luke Mussett
awards : Haroon Malik, Zain Ullah, Jeff Mason

icket

the Year : Annie Anderson
layer of the Year : Emily Whiting
Player : Ella Lillico

icket

layer of the Year - Freddie Mexter

Player of the Year - Aaron Armstrong/Warren Poxo
Player of the Year - Owen Blackburn

Player of the Year - Haydon Mustard

nsome Shield - Bradley Wilson

s Shield - Mayaank Reddy

ilton Trophy - Annie Anderson

gion Award - Ellie Foggan




Players Representative Honou

zer (Scotland)
eathy (England U19s, Durham II's and Durham Acad

ley (Scotland U19s, Durham Il's, Durham Academy a
berland)

Creath (Scotland U19s and Northumberland)
iamson (Northumberland and Durham Academy)
ukhtar (Northumberland and Durham Academy)
liday (Cumbria)

rchbold (Northumberland U17s)

rson (Northumberland U17s)

alik (Newcastle T20 Cup)

er (Newcastle T20 Cup)

derson (Durham Jets, Northumberland Ladies and Gi
iting (Northumberland Ladies, Girls U17s and U15s)
(Northumberland Ladies, Girls U17s and U15s)
iting (Northumberland Girls U17s)

liamson (Northumberland Girls U17s)

ustard (Northumberland U13s)

Mudalige (Northumberland U13s)

cGregor (Northumberland U13 Lions)

ayyab (Northumberland U11s)

tel (Northumberland U1l1s)

mstrong (Northumberland U11s)

ke (Northumberland U11s)
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2nd Xl : NEPL T20 Winners
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Presidents Day

il Nicholson—Record 1st X|I Appearances awa
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Annual Club Dinner : Award Winners
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